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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,
Monday, 8tk September, 1884,

Commutation of senterce pnssed on native * Ab-
raham "'=—Moneys ndvanced for waintenance of
‘Water Police-~Roebourne Telegraph Line: Devi-
ation from Point Clonles—Fortiflcation of King
George’'s Bound—Joint Stock Companies Ordinance,
1858, Amendwment DBill: fret reading—Supreme
Court Ordinance, 1861, Amendment Bill: first rend-
ing—Presbyterion Church Bill: in committee—
Message (No. 35) : Approving of terms of proposed
contract with Mr. Horderm for coustriction of
Roilwny from Beverley to Albany—Police Bencfit
Fund Bill; in committee—Governor's Salary Bill ;
in committee—Estimates, 1885: further considered
in comnittee—Adjonrnment.

Tur SPEAKER took the Chair at
seven o'clock, p.m.

Pravess,

- NATIVE “ABRAHAM'S” SENTENCE.

M=r. GRANT, in accordance with
notice, asked the Attorney General
whether, when it was decided to commmute
the sentence of death passed on the
native Abraham, convicted of an attempt
to murder Mr. Willie Fraser (the
Colonial Secretary’s son), on the DeGrey
river, Government had knowledge of any
facts connected with the case other than
such as appeared in evidence at the trial ?
This was a matter which the hon. mem-
ber said he conceived to be of very con.
siderable importance to the settlers in
outlying parts of the colony, and particu.
larly to the cause of settlement in newly
opened districts where the pioneers earried
their lives in their bands. He thought
the least thing any Government could
do was to give these people some little
protection, and to show that they placed
some value wpon their lives and property.
He was sorry to say this protection had
not been afforded in the past as it oughs
to have been afforded, and as the settlers
had a right to expect. The Government
had been very lax in the matter. In
fact their conduect in some instances had
heen such as in his opinion to inculpate
them in the outrages that had been com.
mitted upon the settlers by natives, and
he could not help thinking that was the
case in this instance. It might be eaid
by the Government that the House had
no right to be inquisitive in these mat-
ters; but, for his own part, he considered
there was nothing that was too high or
nothing that was too low for that House to
inquire into, in connection with public

affaira. He thought they had a right in
some cases even to scrutinise the actions
of that august little assembly ealled the
Executive, and he considered this was a
case in point. Hon. members were
aware of the facts of the case, how this
native Abraham was taken from Rottnest
prizon by the Government to join a sur-
vey or exploring party in the Kimberley
district, how he absconded from that
party, armed with a rifle and ammunition,
how he found his way to Mr. Fraser's
station, and how, after remaining on the
station for a short time, apparently on
good terms with Mr. Fraser, he deliber-
ately fired at him, ocoasioning him such
injuries that it was only by a miracle he
escaped with his life. When this native
was afterwards arrested he made no secret
of his having commitied the deed; and
he thought it was a very singular thing
that the police who arrested him had not
been called as a witness for the Crown,
as he could have told a tale that would
probably have had comnsiderable effect
upon the decision of the Executive in the
matter. This he only had from hearsay,
but he knew for a fact that when this
native wos brought.-down for trial he
told the people he knew he would be
hung, that he bad committed murders
hefore, and that he had no fear of the
result. That was the feeling which the
mative policy of the Government had
created in the minds of the natives, and
this feeling must have heen further
strengthened by the action of the Gov-
ernment in allowing this double-dyed
murderer to escape with his life. How
mong was this sort of thing to last? How
long were our pioncer settlers to risk
their lives in opening up new country for
settlement and be treated in this way?
How long were they to be the victims of
this imbecile policy,—a policy founded
upon what he called a spurious senti-
ment? They seemed to have a wonder-
ful regard for the life of the black, ne
matter how great a scoundrel he was,
while the life of the white man, of the
pioneer settler, was held of no value.
Had not the settlers of these new districts
every cause to cry out to the Home Gov-
ernment for a different order of things,
when they were allowed to be deliber-
ately pot-shotted by a double-dyed and
treble-dyed murderer like this, whom the
Government. had chosen to take into
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their employ? What would be the effect |
of the eommulation of the sentence of
death passed upon this villain among
the natives of the district? Would 1t,
not tend to convince themn that the Gov- |
ernment thought nothing of the lives’
and much less of the property of the
settlers 7  And was such a feeling caleu-
lited to advance the cause of settlement
in these remote districts? He said again |
this was a most important question for .
the pioneer seitlers of this vast terri-
tory. Unless the Glovernment had some
extraordinary out-of-the-way grounds for
commuting the sentence of this man,
who had openly acknowledged himself |
murderer, and a double and treble
murderer, he thought their action in
commuting his sentence would have a
most disheartening effect upon the set-
tlers, and a most injurious effect upon
the native mind. *

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
A. P. Hensman) said the hon. member
had put the question standing in his
pame, which question he would now
answer. The hon. member, in asking his
question, stated a number of facts in
connection with the case which woere
brought out at the trial, and the hon.
member had also mentioned things which
he had heard had hbeen stated by this
_native, and which possibly might have
been produced in evidence, had certain
witnesses been called before the Court.
These witnesses, in the opinion of the
Crown, were not material to the case,
and therefore they were not called. It
was not a part of his duty, he thought,
nor did he intend, to follow the hon.
member through his statements, and he
would therefore simply answer his ques-
tion as it appeared on the notice paper.
His answer would be this: When the
sentence of death passed on the native
Abrabam was commuted, the Govern- |
ment had no knowledge of any fa.ctsl
other than those which appeared in evi- |
dence at the trial. The Royal preroga-
tive of merecy was exercised by His
Excellency by virtue of the power vested
in him, and after the case had been care-
fully considered in the manner prescribed ;
by Her Majesty's Instructions. !

Me. GRANT said he must express his |
great surprise that the Government
shonld come forward in that House with
such an answer. He thought the Gov.

ernment had heco very remiss indeed in
nGh inguiring into  the wetecedeals  of
this native, whose antecedents were mat-
ters of notoriety.

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
A, P. Hensman): Is this a matter for
debate, sir P

Mz. SPEAKER: It is not a matter
for debate, sir.

Mgz, GRANT, continuing, said it was a
well known fact that crimes, and, above
all, crimes of murder, ran in certain lines,
[The Arrorwey GENERAL: We are
aware of that.] Then why did the Gov-
ernment not inquire into the antecedents
of this man before they took him. out of
prisen, and let him loose about the
eountry to pot-shot the settlers? Had
they done so they would have found that
he was a murderer in his heart. The
Government might think he was thirsting
for the blood of this native. No such
thing. He was simply seeking for
justice and fair play for our pioneer
settlers, as well as justice and fair play
for these natives. He considered that
the action of the Executive in this matter
was o blot upon the administration of
Jjustice.

MONEYS ADVANCED FOR MAINTE-
NANCE QOF WATER POLICE.

Mr. 8. H. PARKER, in accordance
with notice, asked the Cotonial Seeretary
what amount was now owing hy the Im.
perial Government to the local Govern-
ment for moneys advanced by this colony
for the maintenance of the Water
Police? Hon. members woere aware that
the money for the maintenance of this
foree had of late heen paid out of colonial
funds, under protest, the feeling of the
House being that the service should be
disbanded or that the Imperial Govern-
ment  should contribute {owards its
maintenance,

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY (¥on.
M. Fraser) replied as follows :—

£ 8 d
Amount due by the Imperial
Government to the Colony,
as per published Return, to
30th June, 1854 ... 3808 17 5
Less balance due to Colony on
account of grant for Magis-
tracy and Polico, for the year
1881 720 5 1
3079 12 4
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4.1 ited, it would be better to do so. Tt ap-
peared to him that, when the present con-
tract was let, insufficient consideration had

« been given to this phase of the subject—
3079 12 4 the question of route. He believed it
. would be admitted that the contract was

952 g ¢ takenrather hurriedly, and along a route
which upon further consideration would

probably not have been followed. He

understood the contract was merely to

£3331 18 10 oapyy the line from Northampton to Roe-
A turther swum of £2,205 2. was charged | Pourne along the sea coast, and that the
in Expenditure for the year 1881 on account | dominant idea of the Government in
of surcharges by the Imperial Govermment | doing so was in. order to bave the work
prior to the 1st July, 1881 ; for particulars of | earried out at as small a cost as possible.
which see Council Paper A5, Votes and Pro. ! He bhad no fanlt whatever to find with
ceodings, 1852. the Government as regards their action

. . in letting this contract in that way; at
ROEBOURNE TELEGRAPH LINE: DEVI- ; the same time he thought they ounght to
ATION FROM POINT CLOATES.

- join with hon. members in adopting a

Mr. BURT, in aceordance with notice, ' more desirable route, if it could be done
moved the following resolution: “That without incurring any very serious extra
“in the opinion of this Houge it is  expense, 50 as to make the line as service-
“desirable that the -overland telegraph, able as possible. The line has now
“line to Rocbourne should be ca.rriedi reached as far as Carnarvon, and he
‘“through the settled districts in the thought the colony was to be congratu-
“vicinity of the Miniia aud Lyndon lated upon the creditable manner in
“Rivers to the Ashburton, instead of‘which, so far as they were aware, the
“along the coast to Point Cloates; and work so far had been carried cut, and
“that the Government should ascertain the speed with which the line had been
 the cost of such deviation; and, if rea- constructed. It had now arrived at a
“gonable terms can be made with thej point when he thought the question of
“contractor, that the desire of the House ' its further extension should be very
“be carried into effect.”  The hon. mem- | carefully considered. He thought the
ber said he thought this colony could | Government would do well to reconsider
look back with great satisfaction to the|the question of route, and see whether it
action it had taken in extending its tele- | would not be much more desirable to
graph system during the past five or six | take the line somewhat more inland,
years, and they Lad pow some hundreds - along the rivers of the Gascoyne district,
of miles in progress of construction con- ' rather than take it along 2 barren coast
necting the capital with Roebourne in to Point Cloates, If the original inten-
the far North; and it was intended lie, tion were to be adhered to, the line would
believed, shortly,—they hoped so at any |just escape all those portions of the
rate—to further extend this line as far | country that were now being rapidly
as Kimberley. He thought all hon.|settled, and we should not derive any-

Total advances made on ac-
count of Maintenance of
Water Police between the 1st
July, 1881, and 30th June,
188F . e

Advances made since, taking in
all elaims to 31st August,
1881

Totnl advances to date on ac-
count of Maintenance of
Water Police

nieinbers agreed with him that we ought
to derive as much benefit as possible from
these lines, and that they should Te
taken through country that was-settied,
so far as it was practicable to do so,
_rather than carry them hundreds of miles
through a tract of country which it was
inconceivable could cver be seftled, for
pastoral or any other purpose whatever.
He also thought it would be admitted
that if this telegraph could run through
settled districts nstead of along a lare
coast line, where settlement was very lim-

thing like the henefits which we would
othorwise derive from the line. Conse-
quently he felt it his duty to take the
sense of the House as to whether or not
it was desirable that the Government
should endeavor, if possible, to make
some arrangement with the contractor to
carry the line inland instead of along the
coast. Of course it would entail some
increased expense to do so, but the ques-
tion was whether it would not be advisa-
ble in the interests of the colony to make
this deviation, although it would entail
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additional expense. Of course, the con-:
tractor would have a considerable almount
of carting to do, perhaps a hundred or two

hundred miles; but, whatever ihe extra

expense might be, in his opinion the

House would be justified in incurring it,

and in deviating from the original inten-

tion, 80 as to take the line through set-

tled territory. He had no personal

knowledge of the country himself: but no

doubt the Govermment, with the infor-

mation obtanable from different sources,

would be in a position to settle with

the contractor where the line should go.

It had been suggested that the line

. should continue up to 4 peint near Cape-
Parker, wheve he understood the material

could be landed, and branch off to the-
settled districts in the Minilia and'
Lyndon Rivers, and thence to .the settle-

ments on the Ashburton, following the
course of that river until it struck the
line as at present designed. This devia-
tion, he understood, would avoid all the,
barren country, and also obviate the neces-
sity of erecting a station at Point Cloates,
which would be a useless expense. Feel-
ing as he did that they would be com-
mitting a great mistake if they hegitated

to incur any reasonable expense in:
effecting the proposed deviation, he had
brought the matter before the House, in

order to take the sense of the House.
upon it. As to the question of ways and

means, he believed there would be loan
.money available before the contract was
completed to Roebourne, vpon which
might be cast the burden of this extra
expense,  Therefore it would be no
argument to sany that we conld not afford
it, or that we did not know where the
money was to come from. He believed
the select committee who was consider-
ing the appropriation of this large loan
thought there would be a balance avail-’
able out of that loan. If so, what more
justifiable work could it be devoted to
than the carrying out of this devi-
ation ?

Mz. GRANT, in seconding the motion,
uvrged the necessity of immediate action
being taken in the matter.

Mz. SHENTON said the hon. member
for the Murray seemed to think that in
all probability there would be money
available from the loan out of which the
Roebourne telegraph was being con-
structed for carrying oot this deviation.

Mz, BURT: No, from the proposed
new luan.

Mz. SHENTON said, as to there
being a balance left from the loan for the
Roebourne ling, the hon. member would
find, when the Loan Estimates came
to be presented, that a further sum of
£5000 would be required for the comple-
tion of the present contract. No doubt,
if the money were available, it would be
better to have the line comstructed
through settled country; but he thought
the cost would be much larger than the
hon. member antivipated ; for in looking at
the map, it would be sgen that the line
as at present luid out skirted the coast,
thus cnabling the contractor o land his
materinl by boats; whereas, if the line
were to devinte as suggested, o very large
amount would have to be paid for earting
the material inland. Under these circum-
stances, he hardly saw where the avail-
able funds were to come from, move
especially when it was borne in mind that
in all probability £35,000 would he
required for the extension of the line to
Kimberlay.

Me. BROWN suid the question raised
by the hon. wmember for the Murray was
an important one, and there was no doubt
whatever that it simply resolved itself
into a question of pounds, shillings, and
pence. No one who looked at the map,
or who was personally acquainted with
the locality through which the line as at
prescot designed wus to van, hut must
see that from about Cape Parker fo very
nearly the mouth of the Ashburton the

, line would run through wholly unoccupied

territory. He had not seen the country -
himself, but he had beard the opinions of
those who had been over nearly the
whole of it; and their opinion of the
country was, that not only was it at
present unoceupied but that it was likely
to remain so for very many  years,
and that the probability was it ncver
would be settled. It wasa country that
was unsuited for settlement; whereas
the country inland, where it was pro-
posed to divert the line, was, for the
most part, alrendy settled, or consisted
of good pastoral country which if not
already settled must become so very
shortly. Thercfore, he thought it was
very desirable that the line should be
diverted, as suggested by the hon. mem-
ber for the Murray. At the same time,
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as had been stated by other hon. mem-
bers, this deviation must necessarily in-
volve a much larger expenditure than
the original contract. He noticed, how-
ever, that the resolution was very care-
fully worded, and that it did not commit
the Government to carry out this devia-
tion at any cost, but to enter upon the
question and ascertain at what cost it
may be effected, and whether it would be
undertaken upon reasonable terms, within
the means of the colony. He under-
stood that the contractor, or the gentle-
man who was entrusted with the construe-
tion of the line, was at present in Perth;
and, no dounbt, if the Government enter-
tained the suggestion, they were now in
a position to ascertain, in a day or two,
what the cost of the deviation would be.
Having made this inquiry, they would
then be in a position to make some repre-
sentations to the House on the subject.
Such being the case, he most cordially
sapported the resolution.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Frager) said it was no use crying over
spilt milk. A confract had been entered
into for the construction of a telegraph
ling from Northampton to Roebourne,
and that contract embodied certain pro-
visions as to the general direction which
that line shonld follow, and as to what
the cost of the line should be. He there-
fore need hardly point out that to enter
now into the gquestion of the construction
of the Iine through territory which was
never coniemplated when the contract
wits entered into, would necessitate fresh
negoliations, and probably saddle the
colony  with responsibilities which at
preseut it was not aware of. He was
quite sure 1hat the bon, member for the
Murray and Williams in bringivg for-
ward this propositivn did not imagine
whit the difficalties mighi be whick sur-
rowided it, and the complications which
might arise if the terins of the original
enntract were now to be departed from.
"The hon. member for the Gascoyne stated
that in the course of a day or two the
cost of the proposed deviation might he
ascertained ; but the hon. member must
be aware that the contractors were push-
ing on rapidly with the work, and that
they contemplated finishing their con-
tract at a period earlier than was origi-
nally anticipated or thought of. The
hon. member for Toodyay had already

referred to the fact that the committee
who bad under its consideration the
various public works which may prob-
ably be eatered upon with the money
which the colony was about to borrow,
had already had brought before it the
necessity for making further provision
for the completion of this Roebourne
line. This further provision did not in-
clude any extra expenditure which the
proposed deviation would entail; it
merely referred to the extra expense
which it was estimated would have
to be faced for the completion of the
line as now laid out. He hoped the
House would recognise the fact that, in
supporting this resolutiom, it was sup-
porting an increased expenditure—how
much, he did not at present kuow, but it
must neeessarily be very considerable;
and it was not at all evident where the
money was to come from. Nor indeed
did he see at present where the funds
necessary to complete the work as ab
present designed were to come from.
No doubt the hon. member had in view
certain advantages which might accrue
to o few isolated settlers if the line were
diverted inland as proposed; but he did
not think the hon. member was at all
prepared to show that it counld be done
without involving the colony in additional
expenditure, and, unless he could deo
that, he certainly did not see how the
hon. member’s suggestion was going to
be acted upon. .
Mg, MARMION thought it would be
very desirable to divert the line as pro-
posed, if the deviation could be made at
anything like o reasonable expense; but
he was very much afraid it could not be
done at anything like a reasonable sum
compare@ with the present contract,
looking at the heavy expense which
would be entailed in connection with the
hanlage of materials inland,—though it
weuld shorten the line by about 30 miles.
After all, he did not see that it would
give very great advantages, unless they
were going to have telegraph stations
cvery thirty or forty miles along the line.
No doubt every settler in the country
would like to have a tulegraph line
within easy reach ; but the guestion was,
could the colony afford it? He doubted
very much whether the line, whichever
way it went, was likely to prove a repro-
ductive work, and, even 1if we had the
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money availalle for the proposed devia- ‘now proposed to direct it. Tf the Gov-
tion—which the Colonial Secretary said . ernment found they bed made . mistake
was not the case—he thought the ques. in following the route which they bad,
tion was one that ought to he very & he thought they ought to say so, and
seriously considered, before the terms of | that, for the sake of a couple of thousand
a contract already entered uwpon were pounds, they ought to give the people of
departed from. . the district the benefit of it.

Tug DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC' Mg. McRAE thought the Govermacent
WORKS (Mr. C. T. Mason) said itrwould be making a very great mistake
appeared to him they were all a little indeed if they did not take immediate
bit in the dark with reference to this . steps to stop the line from geing to
question. It was proposed to alter Point Cloates. He was pretty well ac-
material parts of a contraet, while at' quainted with the country, for the last
the same time there was nothing hefore | 150 miles before it reached the Ashbur.
them to indicate whether the contractor | ton, and he could safely say that it was
himgelf, who surely must be consulted in [such a tract of country as would never
the matier, was oither willing or able to : be settled; but, if the line were carried

undertake the proposed alteration. The
Government had entered into an agree-
ment to carry the line from one given
point to another, along a cevtain defined
route, and it was now proposcd to deviate
cousiderably from that route, without
anything before them to show them that
the contractor would even favorably look
at any such proposal. He thought they
had had sufficient experience n this
colony by this time to make them
cautious at any rate before attempting
to vitiate any contract, whether for the
construction of a railway or of a tele-
graph; and he thought they ought to
hesitate, cven if it did not involve any
additional expense, before they did any-
thing that would, in any shape or form,
tend Lo vitiate this contract.

Me. BURT =aid the Director of Public
Works appeared to be very careful not to

touch thecontract, and the Colonial Secre-

tary also seemed very timid on the subject,
and both of them veferred to the past ex.
perience of the Government in the makter
of contracts. But, surely, it was not a
very serious or a very dangerous matter to
go to a contractor, and ask bim whether he
would be willing to vary the terms of his
confract, and to enter into a sub-contract.
The Government seemed to think that
once a contract always a contract, and,
though they believed the line would be
utterly useless, as at present laid down,
still they dare not touch it. He thought
the House and the Government would
yet regret if the proposed deviation
gbould not be made now. These districts
would soover or later be largely settled,
and the ery will then be to have the line
extended, just in the direction it was

“about fifty miles inland, as proposed by

the hon, member for the Murray, it
would pass through a fract of country
that was alveady settled in soveral places,
and which was of such a nature that

"before long it would be settled right

through. A station at Point Cloates
would be of no benefit whatever to the
settlers bebween the Gascoyne and the
Ashburton. But, if the line were carried

“inltand, there might be a station at the

Lyndon, or a little nearer the Ashburton,
which would be of benefit to the settlers
along the whole line, and, he thought,
at a small additional cost—probably not
more than £1000.

Mz. CROWTHER said that when the
contract was first taken the House and
the country were led to believe that
“there would be a considerable surplus
available to exstend the line towards
Kimberley; but they now found that it
would require a large additional amount
to finish the line as far as Roebourne.
The Government, he believed, admitted
that thev had made some mistakes, and
he did not think the difficulty of rectify-
ing them would be very great. The con-
tractors’ agent was now in Pertb, aund, if
the (Government werse to interview him,
they might get all the information re-
quired by tomorrow evening. Although
the proposed deviation was not a long
one, it would be so much dead hanlage,
and possibly the expense would be more
than hon. members imagined.

S T. COCEKEBURN-CAMPBELL
said he wasinformed that the contractors
had gove into the guestion of expense,
and that they were prepared to make un
offer.
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TreHon. J. G. Lee STEERE thought |
the resolution embodied a very sensible
suggestion.  Anyone who looked at the
map must see that a great mistake had
heen made in laying out the line; and
the only question as to the deviation was
whether it could be made with the funds
at the disposal of the Government. If !
not, be did not himself see where the
money was to come from.

Mr. BURT said he never meant hig
resolution to be regarded as a substantive
resolution, pledging the Governwent to
make this deviation. All he asked for
was that they should ascertain from the
contractors what the extra work would
be, and whether they would be willing to
do the work, so that the maiter might be
again brought before the House in some
definite form,

Tuyz DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Mr. C. T. Mason): I think
I now understand the hon. member, and
I will endeavor to ascertuin from the
contractors what they are willing to
undertake the deviation for. What the
Government were opposed to was that
they should be asked to pledge them-
selves to carry out the proposed deviation,
whether they had the means at their dis-
posal or not.

The resolution was then put and
passed.

FORTITICATION OF KING GEORGE'S
SOUND,

Sir T. COCKBURN-CAMPBELL, in
accordance with notice, moved, “That an
“humble address be presented to His
“ Excellency the Governor, praying that
“he will be pleased to inquire of Her
“Majesty’s (overnment whether any
“ recommendations have been made by
“ the Royal Defence Commission respect- |
“ing the fortifications of King George’s
“Sound, and, if such recommendations
*have been made, whether Her Majesty’s
“Government propose to take any steps
“in the matter.” The hon. baronet
pointed out that for a good many years
past this question of fortifying Albany
and making it a naval coaling station
had occupied attention at different inter-
colonial gatherings; and he understood
that the necessity of these fortifications
had been admitled, hut that it was con-
sidered wndesirable to attempt Lo do

anything in the matter until the Defence
Commission bad reported. He believed
the commission had reported about a
year ago, but the report had not been
made public. He supposed a good deal
of it was of a confidential character; but
in February last a question was asked in
the House of Commons as to whether the
Government could make any statement
with regard to the recommendations
of the Commission, and say whether
they were prepared to carry them out.
Lord Hartington replied that when the
vote for fortifications came on he would
be prepared to make a statement on the
subject; but he (the hon. barenet) had
carefully locked through the proceedings
of Parliament ever since, and had failed
to see that this statement had been made
yet. He was perfectly aware that noth-
ing definite would be done in this matter
of fortification until the guestion of feder-
ation had been settled one way or the
other. That ¢uestion wight of course
take some little time, but this fortification
question was not merely a colonial one,
it was an Imperial one also. He had
ascertained that Sir Williaw Jervois,
Greneral Scratchley, and Commodore Ers-
kine, before the Defence Commission had
finished their labors, had pointed out
that it was absolutely necessary for the
safety of commerce in this part of the
Empire that King George’s Sound should
be fortified : therefore it was an Imperial
guestion as well as a colonial one, and
no doubt when the time came to move in
the matter, the Imperial Government
would join with the Colonial Govern-
ments 1n adopting the necessary steps.
At the same time, if our Govermment
were to communicate with the Imperial
aathoritics on the subject, it might have
some effect perhaps in bringing the
matter forward carlier than it otherwise
wonld. At all events it would be satis-
factory to us, and to the people of Albany
in particalar, to know what recommen-
dations the Commission had made, and
whether the Imperial Government in-
tended to take any steps upon those
recommendations.

The question was then put and passed.

JOINT STOCK COMPANIES ORDINANCE,
1838, AMENDMENT BILL.

M. BURT ebtained leave to introduce
a Liil to extend the provisions of “ The
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Joint Stock Companies Ordivance, 1858,”
v insurance companies, and moved that
the biil be read a first time.

Motion agreed to.

Bill read a first time.

SUPREME COURT ORDINANCE, 1801,
AMENDMENT BILL.

Mr. BURT, with leave, introduced a
Bill to amend “ The Supreme Court Ordin-
ance, 1861,” and moved that the hill be
read o first time.

Motion agreed to.

Bill read a first time.

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH BILL.
This. Bill passed through cowmiltee

without discussion.
MESSAGE (No. 335):

CONTRACT WITH Dir. HORDERN.
Trz SPEAKER announced the receipt

of the following Message from His’

Excellency the Governor:
“The Governor has the honor to m-

“form the Honorable the Legislative!
“ Couneil that he has approved of the.

“terms of the proposed contract with

“Mr. Anthony Hordern, for the con.:
“struction of a Land Grant Railway '
‘““from Beverley to Albany, as finally

“recommended in the address of the
“Council No. 34, of the 1st instant, and

“that, Mr. Hordern having stated his'

“willingness to accept the terms, and

“having deposited the guarantee of-
* £10,000 agreed upon, instructions have '
“been issued for the preparation of the'
“contract, which, in the absence of Mr.
“ Hordern, will, it is understood, be’
“signed by his duly authorised agents.

“ without further delay.

“2. A Bill will be at once introduced
“into the Council for the purpose of
“ legalising the construction of a Railway
“between Beverley and Albany on the
“TLand Grant System, and of empower-
“ing the Governor to cnter into a con-
“tract on the terms advised by the
“ Council.

“3. The satisfactory arrangement of
“ the conditions of this very important
“contract is a matter for congratu-
“ lation, and the Governor desires to ex-
“ press his sense of the labor, cate, and
“ability with which the Council have

APPROVING OF.
TERMS OF THE PROPOSED RAILWAY

" bourne,.£150,” be struck out.

“ considered a project of vital bearing on
* the future of the Colony.

* Government House, Perth, 8th Sep-
“ tember, 1884.”

POLICE BENEFIT FUND BILL.
This Bill passed through committee,
sub silentio.

GOVERENOR'S SALARY BILL.
This Bill passed through committec
without discussion.

ESTIMATES, 1883.

The House then went into committee
for the further consideration of the

* Estimates for 1885.

Works and Buildings, Item £16,885:

Tae COLONTIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Fraser) moved that the item “ Survey
of railway line from Cossack to Roe-
He did
50 because the money would be found—
he hoped it would meet with the ap-

. proval of the House—out of the proposed

new loan.

Mr. GRANT thought there would be
some preliminary expenses necessary be-
fore the loan money hecame available, and
that it would be a pity if the sorvey of
this line were to be delayed simply be-
cause the House had not voled a small
sum for the purpose. He hoped the
hon. genileman who represented the
Government would not press his motion
seeing that the money was already on the
Estimates.

The motion was then put and passed,
and the item struck out.

Mz. MARMION asked for some in-
formation as to the item “ Albany Sand
Patch, £400.” For some years past they
had been told that ne more money
would be required for this work, and he
did hope this would be the last expendi-
ture the House would be asked to
vote.

Tre DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORES (Mr. C. T. Mason) believed
thig wwould be the last vote required—at
least he was so informed by the Govern-
ment Besident.

Me. BROWN would like some further
information on the subject—how many
acres of drift sand were there to be covered
in the first instance, how many acres had
heen covered, and how many more re-
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mained to be covered. The Government
were not without some experience in this
sort of work, having spent a considerable
sum of money on a simlar work at
Geraldton.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon,
M. Frascr) said there was cvery rcason
to believe thut the sum now asked for
would be sufficient to complete the
work, for some years at any rate; but
when the lon. member asked how
maany acres had been covered and how
many acres remained to be covered, he
was afraid the hon. member did not
understand the natare of the work
carried on at Albany. Tt was simply an
attempi made, by the formation of brush-
works or barriers, to arrest the advance
of the sand-drift. The patch extended
a distance of about three miles, and in
sowz parts was half o mile wide. It ‘was
impossible to say whother, in the distant
future, further expenditure would not be
necessary—such was possible; at the
same time there was reason to think that
what was now being done would prove
successtul and that when they had ex-
pended this money they might, at any
rate for a time, vest, and watch what the
effect would be.

Mz. BROWN regretted to think, from
the deseription of the work as given by
the Colomal Secretary, that the money
expended on the work was money thrown
away. The thing was not to be done by
the erection of barriers. He thought it
had heen proved to the satisfaction of
the Government, at Champion Bay, that
the only effectual way of stopping sand-
drift was by thatehing it, with brush-
wood ; and, if this sand-patch at Albany
covered the area mentioned by the
Colonial Szeretarvy, the work could not
be propevly done—judging by the cost of
similar work at Geraldton—under £20,
000. He thought £20 an acre was a
low cstimate, and, if there was no  brush-
wood available within a convenient
distunce, it would vost a great deal more.
He hoped, if the Governinent came again
negt year and asked for any further sum
for this work, as it was now being carried
out, the House would refuse to waste
any more mwoney upon it.

Mr. GRANT asked for some informa-
Lion as to the item © Quarantine station,
Carnac, £1000.”

Tre COLONIAT SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Fraser) said hon. mcmbers were
aware it had been necessary to place all
vessels coming from Victoria in quaran-
tine, owing to the outbreak of small-pox
in that colony; and New South Wales
had that day been placed in the same
category. It was not known exactly yet
whether there wonld he occasion to deal
in the same way with vessels coming
from South Australia, but the probability
was that it would, and he feared that in
the future, sooner or later, this disease
would become endemic, At any rate it
hecame imperative we should make some
provision at omr principal seaport for
the accommodation of passengers who
may have to undergo quarantine, and the
Government, having taken advice on the
subject, had come to the conclusion that
the island of Carnac was the most
eligible spot for a guarantine stution, in
the vicinity of Fremantle. ‘This was the
lowest estimate which the Works Depart-
ment could give of the cost of the
necessary buildings.

Mz. 8. H. PARKER asked if the
Government were enforcing the provisions
of the Vaccination Act?

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon,
M. Fraser) referred the hon. member to
the Gazeite notice. The Governmeut
were advising rather than enforcing the
public in this matter.

Mr. GRANT asked if anything had
been done to carry out the resolution of
the House as to enforeing the provisions
of the Vaccination Act among the native
population ?

Tur COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Fraser) was afraid the hon. member
did not study his Gazetfe. If he had
done so, he would have secn, in a late
pumber, what bhad been done in the
matter.

Mr. GRANT said it must be a very
late numher indeed, then. He was
afraid the Government had been guilty
of a considerable amount of proerasti-
nation in this matter.

Mr. MARMION hoped the Govern-
ment would lose no time in procecding
with the erection of the neccssary build-
ings at Carnac, and that if the money
should be required before the vote became
available it eould be taken ol of current
reveatie.  What was Lo he done ought to
be dunte quickly, as there was no knowing
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how soon thesc buildings might he|that the vote for the hospital was
required. erippled, and he believed the plans and
Tre COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon, | speaifications of the building had to be
M. Fraser} assured the hon. member that | modified and cut down, the doors and
the earliest opportunity would be taken | windows reduced, until now the design
of utilising the vote. of the building was that of a structure
Tre Hon. J. G. Lee STEERE, refer- | which he had no besitation in pronoun-
ring to the vote “ Completion of Gerald- | cing was a disgrace to the architecture of
ton hespital, £1200,” said the Housc,the town. It would afford very little
ought to be pretty well acquainted with | more accommodation than the building
this item by this time. Two sums of i which had te be abandoned, and which
£1000 had already heen voted for this' was a disgrace to our civilisation, being
building, and last year the House adopted ! unfit for the accommodation of any
a resolution requesting the Government  human being, suffering from discase.
to call for tenders for the work, and that | The money now asked for was to provide
the plans and specifications for the .additional accormnodotion in the shape of
building should Le so framed as not to; a fomale ward. Several of the residents
exceed the amount already voted. The.had promised annual subscriptions to
Gtovernor informed the House, in reply to | supplement the expense of maintaining
that address, that be had issued direc. |this ward; and be hoped the House
tions in accordance with it; and yet, in | would uot agree to the motion to strike
the face of that assurance, they were; out the vote.
now asked to vote another £1200 for the, M=z. CROWTHER said the building
same work. He moved that the item be | was o disgrace to any departinent, and
struck out. actually afforded two beds less accom-
Mg. BROWN pointed out that the|modation than the old hospital. Nobody
original estimate for the work was|but the Government would waste good
£3000, and, as £300 had been appropri- | money on such a structure.
ated for the medical officer’s quarters out | Mz, MARMION said this was another
of a portion of the monoy alveady voted |illustration of the neeessity of having
for the hospital (£2000), the present|plans of public buildings laid on the
vote would in reality make the total sum | table of the House before the money was
available for the hospital £100 less than | voted. For years past he had set his
was originally intended. He might |face against any expenditure upon public
state that the sum now asked for was | buildings unless the House had an oppor-
intended for the erection of a female | tunity of judging by the plans and speci-
wing or ward, which was very much | fications whether such buildings were
nceded, there heing hardly any accom- |suitable to meet the requirements in
modation at present for fewale patients. | view. A great deal had been said in
The first vote for the hospital was £1000, [ that House, session after session, as to
—a sum which he pointed out at the time | the necessity for this hospital at Gerald-
would be utterly inadequate, and he|ton, and one would really think that the
empbatically protested against its being | town was the most important and most
regarded as being sufficient to do more | populous town in the colony. He might
than to cover a small portion of the cost | remind the representatives of the North
of a building suitable to the requirements | that he had the honor of representing
of the district. Next year the Council |the sccond town of importance in the
generously—particularly so, considering | colony, next to the city itself, and that
the feelings of some hon. members|in that town they bad no public hospitat
towards the district—voted another | of any kind.
£1000; but what took place then? As Mg, BROWXN snid they had one at
already stafed, the Government, for pur- | theiv deors—the Colonial Hospital, at
poses of its own, adopted the extra- | Perth, which was available for the peo-
ordinary course of appropriating £300° ple of Fremantle connected as it was with
out of that sum to provide quarters for | the city by rail. It was a different thing
the medical officer—an aclion that was ' for the inhabitants of a distant and
the subject of considerable comment in * widely-scatiered district like the Victoria
the House al the time. The resull was | Distniel.
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Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN | prospect for the patients. And now
LANDS (Hon. J. Forrest). said he had | when at last it was proposed to build a
seen the new hospital at Geraldton, and |real hospital all the Government asked
he did not consider 1t was a hideous or | for was £700, when, in the same breath,
unsightly building at all; on the con- |they were told that the hospital at

trary, it struck him as heing the very
best hospital in the colony, with the ex-
ception of the Colonial Hospital at Perth.
There was pot another country district
in the colony which had such a build-
ing.
Tar Hon. J. G. Lyxr STEERE
said it seemed to him that Geraldton
always wanted something superior to
any other part of the colony. The
representatives of the district told them
that this hospital which would cost
about £3000 was a. disgrace to the district;
but the Surveyor General, who had seen
it, told them it was the finest hospital in
the colony out of Perth. He thought
the hon. member for Fremantle hit the
right nail on the head when he peinted
out the nceessity for plans and specifi-
cationg of new buildings being submitted
to the House before the money for such
buildings was voted. They had no
guarantee now that if this additional vote
was passed, it wonld be sufficient to com-
plete the building, to suit the fastidious
tastes of the Northern people.

Tur COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Fraser) thought he could assure hon.
members that no further veote would be
asked for this work. At all events, if he
ghould occupy the position which he now
occupied, he at any rate would not have
the courage another year to ask for any
more. He believed the amount now on
the Estimates would suffice to complete
the building c¢nfirely.

The motion to strike out the item was
then put, and negatived, on the voices.

Mr., GRANT called attention to the

Geraldton wounld cost £3000. He sbould
bave been ashamed to have put a sum
of £700 down for a hospital for a district
like Roebourne, which would bave to
serve the whole of our North-West terri-
tory. DBut it appeared to him there was
no such thing as shame about our Gov-
crnment. .

Tre Hon. J. G. Lee STEERE alled
attention to the item * Resident Magis-
trate and Doctor's stable accomimodation,
York, £400.” He thought this was a
most unreasonable item,  Why should
that House be called upon to provide
stable accommodation, at an expense of
£400, for these two gentlemen? One
(the doctor) was not even allowed forage
allowance, and, as he thought the com-
mittee must draw the ling somewhere, he
intended to draw it here, and he would
move that the item be struck out.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Fraser) said the present buildings
were in a most dilapidated state, and he
might say dangerous.

Me. SHENTON said the Government
seemed to think more of providing
accommodation for the doctor’s horses at
'York than they did for the doctor him-
i self in the district which he represented.
He should voie against the item as it
Istood. He considered it was too much
' altogether.

! r. 8. H. PARKER was afraid that
“unless the item were reduced it would be
struck out altogether. He would there-
| fore move that the item be reduced by
' £200.

Mre. GRANT said it appeared to him

iten “ Roebourne hospital and additions that the Government took a great deal
to medical officer’s quarters, etc., £700. ' more care of their Resident Magistrates
He thought this was a very small amount . and of their doctors in this part of the
indeed for a district that contributed one colony than they did at the North, where
third of the whole revenue of the colony. ! no suitable accommodation whatever was
The hospital at Rocbourne at one time  provided for the doctor nor the magis-
consisted of nothing better than what he : trate. The sum asked for these stables
might call a stable, the heat of which in at York was more than half the sum
summer time reminded the wretched in- asked for a hospital and doctor’s quarters
mates of a place he did not like to at Roebourne.

mention. Since then the ‘hospital’ had' Mg. BURT said it appeared to him the
been removed to the prisoners’ cells, vote was a new departure altogether.
which were also utilised as a depository ' The doetor at York was not allowed
for coffins, thus affording a delightful | forage allowance, and why should they
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be asked to provide him with stable
accommodation ? ‘Was this to be looked
upon as a precedent ?

Tre DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Mr. C. T. Mason) said he
wiched to point out that the item was
prepared before he took office, and that
he was not responsible for its appearance
on the Estimates. It seemed to bim
that the amount asked for (£400) was
rather high, and, for his own part, he did
not intend te oppose the motion to
reduce it to £200.

'The proposal to reduce the vote by
£200 was then put, and, a division being
ealled for, the numbers were—

Avyes 9
Noes .11
Majority against ... 2
Aves, Nows.
Hon. M. Fraser Mr. Burt
Hon. A. P. Hensouon Mr. Crowther
Hon. J. Forrest Mr. Glyde
Mr, Mason Mr, Great
Mr. Brown Mr. Toton
Mr. Duvis Mr. Marmion
Mr. Hupersley Mr. MeRac
Mr. 8, 8, Parker Mr. Roudell
Mr. 8. H. Parker (Tclley) | Br. Shenton
My, Venn
Hon. J. . Lee Steere
{Tciler)

The amendment was therefore nega-
tived,

The motion to strike out the whole
item (£400) was then put, and passed.

Mr. MARMION, referring to the item
¢« Minor Works, £4000," asked whether
any schedule had been prepared showing
the works upon which it was proposed to
expend this money. It was a large
amount to vot¢ away without any infor.
mation whatever as to how it was pro-
posed to expend it.

Tre DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Mr. C. T. Mazon) said it
would be impossible to prepare any list
showing how this vole was likely to be
expended. It was intended to meet any
contingencies that wmight arise. The

"the Works Department to do whatever it
' pleased with it, without reference what.
ever to that House; and, when they
gpent this amount, they would then go
to the Audit Committee and ask them
to sanction additional cxpenditure, That
was what was done last year. The vote
was all spent before the middle of April,
and no onc knew how, and when the de-
partment wanted a further sum they
asked the Finance Committee to advise
His Esccllency to sanction it. Seeing
that this Finance Committee was at all
times available for consultation in any
case of emergency that might arise, and
; that the Legislature through that com-
} mittee might be said to exercise some con-
: trol over the expenditure, he thought the
' Government might be content without
jasking the House to place a large sum
1 1ike this at the disposal of one depart-
| ment, without giving the Legislature any
control whatever over its expenditure.
_Under the tircumstances he thought he
“would be justified in moving that the
item be struck out, and he now did so.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Frager) hoped the hon. member would
not.do that. The hon. member wust be
aware how very inconvenient it would be
for the Works Department if it were left
without any margin to meet the demands
made upon it from time to time from all
parts of the colony. The departnent
would in fact be paralysed.

Mr. RANDELL was sorry to lear
that no list whatever had been prepared
showing how it was proposed to expend
some of this money, There was one
work in particular which he should like
to see provision made for,—a most neces-
sary work in his opinion. He alluded to
the steps which ought to be taken to pre-
vent the encroachment of the sea into the
river, over the narrow neck of land at
Rous’ Head, at Fremantle. Possibly the
first heavy blow, with a high sea running,
would result in the sea making its inroad

amount set apart under the same head | into the river at this place, and he need
in former years had almost invariably { hardly say the consequences might be
proved insufficient to meet the demands  very serious, not only as regards the
made upon the department from all parts { navigation of the river, but also endanger-
of the colony,—demands which it would ' ing the railway embankments, and pos-
Le impossible to foresee and to provide sibly the town of Fremantle itself. He
for specifically. {hoped the Government would lose no

Me. 8. H. PARKER said the fact of time in taking the necessary steps to
the matter was this—they were asked to!prevent any such disastrous result. Mr.
place this large sum at the disposal of ' Wardell, an engineer, who, it would be
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remembered, was instructed to report on
the subject of harbor improvements at
Fremantle, as long ago as 1874, referrcd
to the necessity of something being done
in this matter without delay. [Mr.
Marmion: Sir John Coode also draws
attention to the same thing.] TUnder
these circumstances, he hoped the Gov-
ernment would not lose sight of this
work, and, if only on these grounds, he
should be sorry to see this vote struck
out, as proposed. As to the Audit Com-
mittee, although be entertained very con-
siderable respect for the members of it,
he still had sufficient confidence in the
Government to entrust the expenditure
of this vote to the department. It would
be absuard, it appeared to him, to expect
the Government to run for the commit-
tee’s advice and consent for every two-
penny-halfpenny work. If the Govern-
ment could not be entrusted to expend
£4,000 judiciously upon the various
minor works that might be required
throughout the colony in the course of
the year, he thought the sconer the
better the hon. member for Perth put
on steam and ejected them from office.
Mr. BROWN thought some hon.
members misunderstood the position of
the Finance Committee altogether, when
they proposed to delegate to that body
the functions of the Legislature. He
had always looked at the clause in the
Audit Act appointing this commitice ag
a clause to support the Governor of the
colony in incurring over-expenditure. It
gave the Governor the support of four
members of that House in every case of
over-expenditure. He held the position
of the members of the Finance Commit.
tee to be simply this—that their duty was
to take care that no illegal expendifure is
incurred. It was not for them to ask the
question whether any expenditure would
be wise or unwise.—[Several hon. mem-
bers: Oh, ohl—hut to ask whether the
expenditure had been authorised by the
House, or whether on the other hand 1t
was a case of ewmergency. If it was a
matter that might wait a few months it
wag their duty to let it stand over until
the Council met and had an opportunity
of pronouncing an opinion upon it. They
had no right to support the Government
in the expenditure of any monies upon
any object whatever which might fairly
stand over; and when they came forward

and asked the House not to vote this
item—an item which it had been found
necessary to vote every year sinee the
Council was in existence—but leave -it
to the discretion of the Government and
the Audit Committee, they were certainly
asking that House to delegate its func-
tions, and the House if it did so would
be putting this Aodit Commitiee in a
position superior $to the Government
itself, and making the Government sub-
servient in every way to the committee.
They would be saying in effect, * We will
entrust the Finance Committee with an
expenditure which we will not entrust the
Gavernmmment with.”  Personally he should
prefer there was no Finance Comumittee,
and let the Government be controlled in
their expenditure by the law, which he
considered would be o better guaranty to
that House than any Finance Committee,

Me. 8. H. PARKER said that when
the House passed the Audit Act and
established this Finance Committee there
could be no question of the fact that it
delegated a portion of its functions to that
committec. It was said that it was only
in cases of emergency they ought to
sanction any expenditure. He concurred
with. that, and if hon. members would
look at the minutes of the committee
they would see that in no single instance
except in a case of emergency had the
committee authorised any expenditure.
Over and over again they had been asked
to authorise expenditure and had not
done so, because they thought it might
gtand over until the Council met.

Mzr. GRANT moved, as an amend-
ment, upon the motion to strike out the
whole item (£4,000), that the item be
reduced by £2,000. He thought £4,000
was too large a sum altogether to dbe
placed in the hands of irresponsible
ministers, who were unable to inform the
House how they proposed to spend any
of it. The whole amount might be ex-
pended upon works which the House
would never have sanctioned, if its
sanction had been asked.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Fraser) said hon. members seemed
to object to the vole, because the Gov-
ernment were not in a position at the
present moment to enumerate the various
minor works upon which the money
wounld be spent.  Was he to take that as
a sort of want of confidence motion? He
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assured hon. members that the same cure '
wonld be exercised in the expenditure of
this money, as if every item upon which it
might be spent could have been specified |
beforchand. But that was impossible. |
It was merely a speculative vote.
was not a week in the year that passed

without the Government being called

upon to undertake some minor work,
which, in the interests of the publie, must

be attended to at once. He would him-

self undertake that, if alive and occupy-

ing a seat in the House next year, a full

account should be given of all the items

upon which the money had been expended.

There was no reason or wish on the part

of the Government to conceal the infor-

mation. Past experience had shown that

an open vote like this was absolutely neces-

sary to meet the exigencies of the public

service, and he hoped the committee

would show its continued confidence in

the Government by voting the whole

amounnt asked for.

Tug DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC
WORKS (Mr. C. T. Mason) hoped the
committee would pause before agreeing
to either the amendment or the motion to
strike out the whole item. The result of
the former would be to cripple the de-
partment, probably to a serious extent,
while, if the vote were struck out alto-
gether, the department would be com-
Pletely paralysed, in the matter of carvy-
ing out minor works. As to the Finance
Committee, no doubt the members of it
deserved every credit for doing so much
as they did, in watching over unauthor-
ised expenditure; but, if every little
trumpery item, involving an expenditure

There ;

of 2s. or 3s., had to be referrcd to the
members of the Finance Committee, they
would become dissatisfied with being
werely an honorary body, and wouild want .
a pretty large salary.

Tue How. J. G. Lee STEERE said he |
agreed in a great measure with the pro-,

put, and negatived; as was also the
motion to strike vul the whole item.

Thne COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Fraser) moved that the item ** Moor-
ings, Rockingham, £100” be added to
the vote; which was agreed to, without
comment,

The departmental vote was then put
and passed. ’

Rouds and Bridges, Item £15850:

Mgr. BURT hoped the Government
when allotting the anmual vote to the
Roads Board would set apart a sum of
£200 to complete the road from Pin-
jarrah te Mandurab. Governor Ord
promised to appropriate £300 out of
the Road Loan for this work, but some-
how or other £200 of that sum was &i-
verted by the Government to some other
purpose, and the road to this day had
not been completed.

The item was then put and passed.

Eeclesiastical Gvant, ITtem £3,543;
Literary, Scientific, and Agricullural Grand,
Item £920:

Agreed to, without comment.

Pensions, Ttem £1,770 17s. 8d. ;

Mr. MARMION referred to the small
pension granted to the late matron of the
Lunatic Asylum (Mrs. Pyke), and asked
whether her case had been brought under
the notice of the Executive, as was prom-
ised in the House lust year?

Tre COLONTAL SECRETARY (Hon.
M. Fraser) said it had, and that the case
had received every attention. Hon. mem-
bers must be aware that these pensions
were regulated by statute, and he only
regretted that the amount in this instance
was not more than the late matron was
entitled to.

The item was then put and passed.

Revenne Services, North-West Coast,
Ttem £1,140:

Agreed to, without comment.

Miseellaneous, Ttem £19,796:

Tue Hox. J. G. Lee STEERE asked

posal to reduce the vote to £2,000. If for some mmfurmation as to the item
that should not prove suflicient, the Fi- *Royal Humane Society of Australasia,
nence Committee might be applied te.£20,” which appeared on the Estimates
He was quite convinced that the money now for the first time.
wonld be wanted, but he should like to, Tue COLONIAT SECRETARY (Hon.
see 1t put under the head of “Public ' B. Fraser) said that an appeal had been
Buildings,"” rather than “ Minor Works,” ; made by the society to the Government
which gave the department a very wide of this colony for some assistance in
latitude indeed. common with the Governments of the
The amendment—that the vote be re- other Australian colonies, some of whon
duced from £4,000 to £2,000—was then | eontributed from £50 to £250 annually



350

PARLIAMENTARY

DEBATES. [See. 9

towards the funds of the society, which,
he believed, was acknowledged to be a
most worthy society. Upon aun appeal
being made to this Govermment, a con-
tribution of £20 was forwarded to the
society, and they were informed at the
same time that the Legislature would be
asked to continue this small donation’
amnually, ’ |

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. |
M. Fraser) then moved that the foilowing
item be added :  Compensation for land
taken for Northern Railway, £125.”}
Hon. members were aware that a claim
had been made for compensation in,
respect of some land resumed for the
purposes of this railway, and, no pro-
vision bhaving been made to meet the
claim, he had now to move this item.

The motion was agreed to, and the
item * Miscellaneous, £19,921" put and
passed.

Refunds, Ttem £600 :

Agreed to, without comment.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hou.
M. Fraser) moved that the Chairman of
Committees should report the Estimates
to the House on the following day.

Agreed to.

The House adj ourned at midnight.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,
Tuesday, 9th September, 1884.

Appointment of Mr. J. (. Lee Stecre to osent in the |
Executive=Opening of Closed TPearling Banks nt
Sharks Bay (Messnge No, 2Z)—Beverley-Albany |
Raoilway Bill: first rending—Pnblic Works Loan
Bill {£525,000} : first reading—Tranafer of Imperial
Convict Establishment (Message No, 33)—Refund
of Duty npon Machinery and Plant for Perth Gas
Co.—Albpuy Mechanics® Ingtitute Bill: third read.
ing—Police Benefit Fund Bill : third reading—
Governor's Salary Bill: third reading—Estimates,
1885 : recommitted and reported—Adjonrnment.

Tae SPEAKER took the Chair at

noen.

PrAvYERS.

! well matured shells.

APPOINTMENT OF Me. STEERE TO A
SEAT IN THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL.
Mr. GRANT moved, “ That an humble

“address be presented to His Exeellency

“ the (Fovernor, praying that he may be

“pleased to lay upon the Table of the

“ House the Despatch from the Secre-

“tary of State, by virtue of which the

“ recognised leader of the elected mem-

“bers of the Legislative Council, Mr.

“J, G. Lee Steere, had been appointed

“a, member of the Executive Council.”
The motion was agreed to.

RE-OPENING OF SHARKS BAY PEARL-
ING BANES.

Mr. BROWN, in moving the resolu.
tion standing in his name, said hon.
members were aware that certain papers
relating to measures advocated in con-
nection with the opening and closing of
the pearling banks at Sharks Bay had
been forwarded to the House by His
Excellency the Governor, with a request
that the Council would let him Lknow
what course it was inclined to recom-
mend us to the opening of the banks

i which had been closed, some threc years

ago. These papers were referred to a
select committee, of which he had the
honor of bheing chairman, and he had
now to ask the House to agree to the
recommendations made by the commit.
tee in their report. The committee
ascertained that in the opinion of those
engaged in the pearling industry at
Sharks Bay all the banks within the
closed area were now pleotifully re-
stocked with mature shells. This alle-
gation was fully borne out by the result
of recent dredging upen some of these
banks, carried out under the personal
supervision of the Government Resident,
who reported that there were plenty of
The committee had
an opportunity of inspecting some of
these shells, and of comparing them with
the shells now being dredged from the
open hanks, and the conclusion foreed
upon the committee as regards these
Sharks Bay shells was that they matured
in the course of three years—an opinion
which was shared by the Resident Magis-
trate of the district and by the pearlers
generally, It was also asserted by those
engaged in this industry that the banks
now open were completely worked out,
and that unless fresh banks were opened



